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Coming Issues 


In coming issues this JOURNAL will carry some most 
interesting articles on some aspects of the Reformed 
Faith, messages given at the symposium held in W eaver- 
ville on August 17th. 


Intelligent Christians must know the basis of their 





faith. These articles will help. | 
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 SoIToOriats 3 


Protestantism’s Greatest Need— 


An Outpouring of God’s 
Holy Spirit 


Within every Protestant denomination there 
exists, in lesser or greater degree, the distracting 
and numbing effect of theological liberalism. 


It seems strange, or does it? that those most 
completely committed to such liberalism seem 
the least aware of its effect on every department 
of the work of the Church. 


The Canadian Presbyterian Church, along with 
others, has been affected by this departure from 
the historic evangelical faith, and, according to 
several who addressed their 8lst General Assem- 
bly, the spiritual state of the church is becoming 
a matter of grave concern. 


The General Assembly of that church, meet- 
ing in June of this year, appointed a committee 
to study the condition of the church, the causes 
and the cure. 


That which obtains in Canada obtains across 
all of America, and, as theological liberalism 
increases its influence in the Church worldliness 
inevitably increases and with it loss of spiritual 
power so necessary to cope with the situation, 
both inside and outside the Church. 


We would suggest that in every denomina- 
tion we need fewer committees* and commis- 
sions* to diagnose the disease and a greater 





*It has been suggested that all churches need 
more who are committed to and commissioned 
by the Lord. 
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turning to and dependence on the power and 
presence of God’s Holy Spirit, to revive and 
change individual Christians and the Church 
to which they belong. 


Such a revival can and will change the situa- 
tion in Protestantism, for the Spirit of the Liv- 
ing God can change these dry bones of unbelief 
and indifference and put on them the flesh of 
a renewed life empowered with life from on 
high. 


PRAY for such 


Spirit everywhere. 


an outpouring of the Holy 


—L. N. B. 





Christian Optimism 


There is a lot of foolish optimism in some 
circles which is based on the feeling that man 
is his own master and the eventual master of 
the world’s problems. 


One rather frequently hears the Scriptures 
misquoted to say: “All things work together 
for good,” whereas it is only for those who love 
God that this blessed promise is given. 


On the other side of the picture, one often 
meets sincere Christians who are unduly pes- 
simistic. Sensitive to the conditions obtaining 
in the world, and to the state of the Church, 
there is the grave temptation to take an earthly 
viewpoint and forget that God is in His heaven, 
that He has not abdicated His throne, and 
that His divine plan will be worked out and 
that some day every knee will bow before the 
Redeemer and every tongue will confess His 
holy name. 


Elijah, threatened by Jezebel, discouraged by 
the apostasy in his nation and beset by physical 
weariness, ran away and hid in a cave. When 
confronted by the Lord Jehovah he cried out: 
“I have been very jealous for the Lord God of 
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hosts: because the children of Israel have for- 
suken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, 
even I only, am left; and they seek my life to 
take 1t.” 


But God had news for Elijah. He told him 
this surprising fact: “Yet I have left me seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees which have 
not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which 
hath not kissed him.” 

Some eight or ten years later Elisha, stand- 
ing in the power and spirit of Elijah, was wag- 
ing a valiant fight for the truth. Against him 
the host of Syria was sent and they surrounded 
Dothan, where the servant of God was staying. 
Early the following morning Elisha and his ser- 
vant went out, only to see the surrounding 
troops of the enemy. In mortal fear Elisha’s 
servant cried out. But he was quieted with these 
memorable words: “Fear not: for they that be 
with us are more than they that be with them.” 
Then, at Elisha’s prayer, the eyes of his servant 
were opened: “And he saw: and, behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of 
fire round about Elisha.” 


Job, suffering the loss of loved ones, the 
devastation of his property and the tortures 
of a loathsome disease, was eventually able 
to cry out this paean of prophetic assurance: 
“For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
And though after my skin worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I 
shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another.” 


Again and again the psalmist asserts his op- 
timism in the triumph of righteousness and 
in God’s sovereign power and will to overcome 
all opposition: “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. Therefore will 
not we fear, . Be still, and know that I am 
God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I 
will be exalted in the earth,” this is not a pious 
hope but a glorious assurance. 


Or again the Psalmist tells us: “Fret not thy- 
self because of evil-doers, neither be thou en- 
vious against the workers of iniquity ...I have 
seen the wicked in great power, and spreading 
himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed 
away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, 
but he could not be found.” 


Peter, impetuously walking on the water, by 
our Lord’s permission, began to consider the 


impossibility of his situation and to note the 
wind and the waves, began to sink. Only too 
often we Christians look at the world and the 
situation around us and assume a_ pessimism 
which forgets God standing there in the shad- 
ows of world events and situations. 


Christian optimism, on the other hand, faces 
the situations of the world and the Church and 
knows that Christ is the all-sufficient answer 
for any and every problem, personal, social, na- 
tional and international, and then goes out to 
do all he can to witness for this One Who alone 
has the power to change things. 


The optimism of the world is basically false 
because it looks to man to bring about the 
needed changes. 


The optimism of the Christian is based on 
his assurance and he knows the One Who has 
all the answers. 

On the other hand, the pessimist has forgot- 
ten, or has never known, that though the wrong 
way may seem so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

The hands of the pessimist sag down. The 
hands of the optimist are held up in faith, 
prayer, hope and God-directed action. 


“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stead- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 


“é 


My word ... shall not return unto 
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto 
I sent it.” 


Christian optimism comes from knowing we 
are on the winning team. “What shall we then 
say to these things? If God be for us, who can 
be against us?” —L. N. B. 





So Plausible — So Dangerous 


There is a wide-spread philosophy today 
which predicates faith on the process of reason- 
ing alone. Again and again we hear on the radio, 
and in sermons, phrases like this: “I believe 
this, not because the Bible says so but because 
I have experienced its truth or reached this 
position through the process of logic.” 


This sounds so plausible; and, it is so dan- 
gerous, for here we find the determining factor 
to be the human mind, not divine revelation. 
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Paul, writing to the Corinthian Christians, 
tells that God in His infinite wisdom reverses 
the order: “For after that in the wisdom of God 
the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching (not foolish 
preaching) , to save them that believe.” 


It is futile to argue otherwise; faith is a 
resting in divine initiative and revelation and 
not an ingenious achievement of human effort. 
It is not the recognition of the ultimacy of 
human reason, but of the absoluteness of God. 


There are several verses in the Bible which 
tell us that the fear (reverential trust) of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 


With utmost kindness we would say that it 
is presumption, not faith, which demands that 
all truth must be conformed to the limits of 
finite and unregenerate man. 


The eleventh chapter of Hebrews lists a great 
host of heroes of the faith who took the firm 
step of obedience which is involved in faith 
and who then found themselves beholding the 
power and presence and Glory of the God they 
had _ trusted. 


In our day there seems to be an increasing 
trend to equate faith with finite reason, al- 
though this very tendency precludes genuine 
faith. Faith is the substance of things not yet 
grasped by the human faculty; it is the evidence 
of actuality although there is no scientific proof 
of same. 


In no sense is this a plea for an anti- 
intellectualism, as some would insist. Rather 
it is a plea that the Christian faith requires 
something infinitely over and above anything 
the finite mind can assert of itself. This is true 
because we are face to face with a supernatural 
work of redemption, and its application to the 
human heart, and it must be received, not 
argued. 


Nor is this in any sense a plea for credulity. 
It is not credulity to accept the Scriptures al- 
though we cannot always explain some of it. 
But, if credulity must be exercised let us say 
with Paul, “Let God be true, but every man a 
liar.” 


Genuine and reverent critical (to laymen the 
word “critical” may seem unfortunate. “Ana- 
lytical study” would seem a better term. How- 
ever, in theological circles “critical” has that 
connotation. On the other hand, “Higher Criti- 
cism” is both irreverent and destructive.) study 
of the Bible is a necessary and profitable oc- 
cupation, but one has only to superficially ex- 
amine much in contemporary theological litera- 
ture to realize that the finite reasoning powers 
of man are being given precedence over divine 
revelation, and that many who undertake a 
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critical study of the Scriptures take up their 
work with preconceived ideas against its divine 
authority and origin and therefore with little 
reverence for the subject of their study. 


However, applying the approach of those 
who have to be convinced on rational grounds, 
it is a demonstrable fact that those today who 
are being used by God’s Holy Spirit to win 
men from sin and to a saving faith in His Son 
are doing so with a simple message, a message 
based on the unequivocally clear doctrines of 
the Scriptures—messages which the Holy Spirit 
honors because He and His Word are honored. 


It may be plausible to say that our faith 
stems from a philosophical source, rather than 
from the Scriptures, but, it is a dangerous 
course to pursue—human reason has led men 
astray many times in the past and will con- 
tinue to do so in the future. 


—L. N. B. 





THOUGHTS FROM PSALM 119 
Seventh Division : ZAIN : Verses 49-56. 


Key-word: “Comfort” : Verses 50, 52, and 54, 
(“Songs in the house of my pilgrimage,” “Songs 
in the night,” Job 35:10). 


Compare with these and other verses : “Father 
of mercies and the God of all comfort,” II 
Corinthians 1:3,4.; “Comfort one another with 
these words,” I Thessalonians 4:18; “Comfort 
ye, comfort ye, my people,” Isaiah 40:1. 


I. There are Times when we need comfort: 

Times of Sickness and Sorrow. 

Times of Disappointment and Discourage- 
ment. 

Times of Trial and Hardships. 


Times of. Bereavement and Death: “Yea 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for thy rod and 
thy staff, they comfort me. 


II. Some ways in which the Bible comforts: 


Tells us of God’s Love, Sympathy, Com- 
panionship. 


Gives similar experiences of some of God’s 
saints; Mary and Martha; Paul and Silas, and 
many others. 


Gives us thousands of “Exceeding great and 
precious promises.” 


III. Some chapters dear to the hearts of 
God's people: 


In the Psalms: Chapters like 23; 27; 103; 121, 
etc., etc. 


In Isaiah: Chapters like 40. 
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In Romans: Chapters like 8. 


In I Thessalonians 4:13-18. 


1 John: Chapters like 14. 


In Revelation: 21 and 22. 


The Bible is THE BOOK for Broken Hearts; 
lear-stained eyes; Burdened Souls. “Come unto 
Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and 
| will give you rest.” Are you resting in the 
Everlasting Arms? 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, August 28, Acts 18:1-4. 

What lesser known aspect of the life of the 
apostle Paul do you find pictured in these 
verses? How did he spend his sabbaths (v.4) ? 
Paul was a tentmaker, a man who worked with 
his hands for his living. Yet what was his chief 
ambition in life (20:24)? Does Christ have the 
central allegiance of your life in the work-a-day 
world in which you live? In what ways do you 
witness for Him in your work? Are you willing 
to face opposition as a result of your testimony 
(vv.5-6) ? Notice God’s promise of His presence 
with Paul (vv.9-10). Does He give the same 
command and same promise to you? Are you 
sufficiently acquainted with the Bible to be 
able to present the plan of salvation and the 
way of the Christian life to others (v.11)? 


Monday, August 29, Micah 6:6-8. 


Verses 10-12 depict some of the sins of which 
Israel was guilty. What was their nature? Are 
shady business practices as displeasing to God 
as gross immorality (v.13)? Is the unscrupulous 
business man necessarily an irreligious man 
(vv.6-7) ? See Isaiah 1:11-15 for God’s attitude 
toward religion that is merely outward. What 
is lacking (Isaiah 1:16-17; Micah 6:8)? Can a 
person have unscrupulous business practices and 
walk humbly with God? Can a person be truly 
concerned with the things of God without being 
concerned for his fellow man (v.8)? Does your 
Christianity cause you to reach outward as well 
as upward? 


Tuesday, August 30, Matthew 25:31-46. 


List the six acts that are mentioned in vv.35-36 
and 42-43 as deciding the destiny of all nations 
(vv.31-33). Does this list show that eternal life 
is available to everyone regardless of intelli- 
gence, education, or social status? Is God con- 
cerned for the physical as well as the spiritual 
well-being of men on earth? Has your Christian 
love for others been limited to concern for their 
souls to the exclusion of their temporal needs? 
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Meditate upon the truth of vv.37-40 and 44-45. 
Do you really believe that when you give but a 
cup of cold water in Christ’s name to the 
“least” of earth that you are doing so to Christ? 
What should such a belief do for the simple 
tasks of everyday life? 


Wednesday, August 31, Acts 20:33-38. 


Paul, journeying to Jerusalem and _ possible 
death, is bidding farewell to the Ephesian 
Church which he has founded. What observa- 
tions do you make about his daily living while 
he was with the Ephesian Christians (vv.18-19, 
35-38)? his preaching and teaching (vv.20-21, 
26-27)? his source of income (vv.34-35)? Was 
Paul an ideal pastor? How did Paul feel about 
his own life in relation to the Gospel (20:24) ? 
What example is there for you in His life? No- 
tice what Paul foresees in the church’s future 
(vv.29-31). What opposition will develop 
(vv.29-30) ? What precautions did Paul take 
to safeguard his flock (vv.28,31)? What will the 
Word of God do for them (v.32)? What steps 
do you take to establish new Christians in the 
faith? Do you encourage them in Bible study? 


Thursday, September 1, Gal. 5:13-15. 


We rejoice today in our liberty; we have 
fought for freedom from tyranny and oppres- 
sion. But how greatly do we value the freedom 
which Christ has given us (5:1,13)? From what 
has He set us free (5:1-3)? Is it from the bond- 
age of having to live up to the law? the awful 
necessity of striving to be good enough to please 
God (3:10)? We are saved by faith (3:11;5:5) ; 
we are free from the law (5:13). Does our 
freedom entitle us to live as we please (5:13)? 
What one virtue will keep us from abusing 
our freedom (vv.13-14)? Are you using your 
freedom in Christ as an excuse to do as you 
please? How real as a controlling force is the 
love of God in your heart? 


Friday, September 2, James 2:14-17. 


What place does this passage give faith in 
a man’s salvation? Compare what you find here 
with what Paul says in Romans 3:28;4:1-6. Is 
there a contradiction? Paul would also say that 
good works must be the result of justifying 
faith (Romans 8:5-8). When a person has 
been born of the Holy Spirit, why do good 
works automatically follow (Romans 8:9-11)? 
Is there a contradiction, then, between the 
teaching of Paul and James? Are one’s own 
good works of any value to a person’s salvation? 
(See Ephesians 2:8-9). Are you depending com- 
pletely upon what Christ has done for you for 
your salvation? Is the Holy Spirit abiding in 
you, motivating and enabling you to do good 
works? 


Saturday, September 3, II Thessalonians 3:6-14. 


Some of the Thessalonian Christians were so 
excited about the second coming of Christ that 
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they thought it needless to work or do anything 
but sit and wait for Him to come (2:1-3). 
How had Paul set the example concerning 
secular work when he was among them (vv.7-9) ? 
Does Paul mean, then, that preachers should 
not be paid (v.9)? What results when a Chris- 
tian lives in idleness (v.11)? Observe the stern- 
ness of the disciple to those who are able to 
work but will not earn their own living 
(vv.6,10,14). Was Paul’s hope of Christ’s return 
real (1:6-10)? Do you maintain a balance be- 
tween the sensible conducting of your affairs 
in this world and an eager looking for Christ’s 
return? 


The Truth 
About The 
Seventh-Day Adventists 


Rev. J. Woodrow Hassell, Th.D. 





Reprints of this article in folder form available 
at $1.00 per hundred postpaid. 


The Seventh-Day Adventists had their begin- 
ning about 1850. William Miller, their founder, 
a native of New York, had prophesied that Christ 
would return to the earth in 1843 to inaugu- 
rate the Millenial reign. When the set date 
had passed and the Lord did not return, Miller 
revised his prophecy and fixed the date for 
October 22, 1844. Not to be outdone by the 
failure of his amended prediction, Miller and 
his followers claimed that the year 1844 simply 
marked the date when Christ entered the Tem- 
ple in heaven to begin the work of investigating 
and cleansing all sin. 


Whence the Adventists derive this strange 
information is a mystery. 


There are three ways of making tragic blun- 
ders in the matter of religious doctrine, where 
a mistake can easily be eternally fatal. First, 
there is the mistake of not having an unques- 
tionable standard, or guide; then there is the 
blunder of deliberately denying and violating 
the guide; and third, the error of professing 
to follow the guide, while giving it an inter- 
pretation to suit whims and preconceived con- 
clusions. 


In the case of the Christian religion this last 
error amounts to substituting opinions for the 
revealed, authoritative Word of God, and it 
can be as tragic as having no guide whatever. 
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Maps and road signs are of no value unless 
they are properly interpreted and followed. 


We respectfully submit that this last is the 
error into which the Seventh-Day Adventists 
have fallen; and that, while holding many im- 
portant truths in common with the Christian 
world, their departure from Scripture at crucial, 
cardinal points is such that the truth of the 
gospel is wrecked in their hands, and souls 
are exposed to eternal ruin by their teachings. 


Let us take a look at some of the expressed 
tenets of this group. 


l. THE BIBLE 


The Adventist professes to accept the Bible, 
but holds that the writings of their prophetess, 
Mrs. Ellen G. White, are of equal authority 
with the Scripture. Such a course is fatal to 
religious truth. 


2. MAN AND IMMORTALITY 


According to the view of the Adventist, man 
by nature is not immortal, the gift of immor- 
tality being imparted only to the redeemed. In 
support of their contention they quote I Tim- 
othy 6:16 in which it is said that God “only 
hath immortality.” However, if the verse is 
to be taken in an absolutely literal sense, it 
would mean that nobody has immortality, not 
even the redeemed. This passage of Scripture 
plainly does not deny that God has endowed 
humanity with an endless, conscious existence, 
but only affirms, after a common Scriptural 
manner of speaking, that God alone is the 
Great Source from which flows this quality of 
unending, conscious being. 


In opposition to the Adventists, the Bible is 
full of clear and unmistakable statements to 
the effect that mankind, both the saved and 
the lost, will live on for eternity. Note the 
solemn words of Jesus: “Marvel not at this, 
for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 


(John 5:28,29) . 


3. SIN AND THE SINNER. 


The Adventist claims that the sinner at death 
lapses into a state of unconsciousness where he 
remains until the Millenium. Then the period 
of the thousand years he will spend on a deso- 
late earth in company with the devil and his 
angels, and at the close of the Millenium will 
be completely annihilated. 


No doubt such a scheme would be altogether 
agreeable to the impenitent sinner, but it has 
not a word of Scripture to support it. On the 
contrary, the whole structure of the Bible im- 
plies on every page, and states repeatedly, that 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














ee ae ae ee 





he 
sts 
m- 


ith 


od 
sO- 
his 
rill 


1as 
he 
m- 
lat 















naa, > ge 








there will be an eternal retribution, both for 
he righteous and for the unbeliever. The at- 
vempts of the Adventists to explain away these 
plain passages of God’s word are both futile 
aid ridiculous. Especially is this true of Jesus’ 
sory of the Rich Man and Lazarus, recorded 
in Luke 16:19-31. Other Scriptures, among 
many are: Mark 9:43-48; Rev. 20:12-15 and 
Matthew 25:46. This last reads: “These shall 
go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal.” 


!. CHRIST—THE ATONEMENT 
REDEEMED. 


Christ is held by the Adventists to be the 
Son of God, but they deny that his death was 
a full and necessary penalty for the guilt of 
sin. To them the death of Christ was not 
intended to be, nor did it produce, the cancel- 
lation of guilt but was only a demonstration of 
the authority of Law. Accordingly, belief in, 
and acceptance of Christ, is only an acknowl- 
edgement of the high character of the law, and 
the expression of a desire for pardon. 


THE 


Agreeable to this view, as the indispensable 
condition of salvation is the Adventist’s demand 
for the keeping of the law of Moses, unchanged 
from Old Testament times. Especially is this 
true respecting the Sabbath law, or the keeping 
of Saturday as the day of rest. All who observe 
Sunday in place of Saturday, it is claimed, will 
be eternally destroyed. And, further, since the 
Adventists are the only people who observe 
this practice, only the Adventists have any hope 
of salvation. All other so-called Christians will 
be eternally lost. Strange doctrine, this! 


Such a scheme is nothing other than a plan 
of salvation by works, utterly foreign to the 
New Testament, and positively and repeatedly 
condemned in its pages. For example, Romans 
3:20: “Therefore by the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight.” (Note 
also Galatians 3:10,13). 


As opposed to this view of salvation by works, 
the very central thought of the Bible is that 
the whole human race is utterly and irreparably 
ruined and alienated from God by sin; that 
Christ offered in his own death and resurrec- 
tion, a full and complete and necessary sub- 
stitutionary sacrifice, to be accepted in the sin- 
ner’s stead at the Throne of infinite Justice; 
and that the merits and benefits of this infinite- 
ly perfect redemption are set down to the credit 
of the sinner immediately upon believing. 


To miss this point, therefore, is to miss the 
whole meaning of the Bible, and to teach for 
truth an utterly false representation. (See 
If Corinthians 5:21; I Peter 2:24.) 


5. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 


This is the stronghold of the Adventists. Let 
us state his case as favorably as possible. He 
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claims: that the seventh day of the week is the 
day God rested from his work of creation; that 
the command to observe it is embedded deep 
in the Old Testament law; that the reason for 
observing this particular day is that God rested 
then; that the Jews kept it for 1400 years; that 
they kept it with God’s approval; that it was 
the seventh day that Jesus himself kept; and 
that no verse can be cited anywhere authorizing 
a change to another day. 


Such are the premises. The conclusion, say 
they, is obvious and inescapable: that until 
Scripture can be cited to justify the change, 
people who keep the first day of the week, Sun- 
day, act in defiance of God’s command, and 
therefore are lost. 


Now we cheerfully admit all the premises 
stated above, but we deny the conclusion. In 
reply, we raise the question whether the legis- 
lation demanded is necessary. Did God have 
no other way than through law and precedent 
to convey his will to his people? Do the Adven- 
tists themselves practice in all respects what 
they demand concerning the Sabbath? Can they 
cite a “Thus saith the Lord” for all the Old 
Testament laws and customs which they have 
discarded? 

For example, the Adventist does not obey 
the command relating to circumcision, neglect 
of which brought down the curse of God upon 
the offender. (Genesis 17:14). He does not at- 
tend three religious feasts at Jerusalem each 
year, which he was required to do, (Exodus 
23:14-17), nor offer bleeding animal sacrifices 
(Lev. 4:27-31). And yet the Adventist can cite 
no Scripture cancelling these statutes. 


Bear in mind that we are not contending 
that the Adventist is not justified in discarding 
these customs, but that he can cite no legisla- 
tion anywhere to justify his practice. The truth 
is, and this is exceedingly important, that the 
coming of Christ ushered in a new era which 
liberated men from slavish obedience to many 
commands, stamping indelibly upon their na- 
tures the new motive of affection. 


After the Resurrection of Christ, and the 
disciples had had time to think through the 
significance of this mighty event, there was then 
little necessity for such strict legislation for the 
guidance of the Church. Circumcision naturally 
fell off, as a worn out garment, as did also the 
bloody sacrifices and the annual feasts. The 
facts of the gospel themselves, together with 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, became a full and 
sufficient guide to the Church. There was 
therefore no longer any necessity for a “Thus 
saith the Lord” for the great change that ensued. 


We do not want to be misunderstood here. 
It is not claimed that the vast changes referred 
to were produced by church leaders themselves, 
howsoever sanctified they may have been. We 


submit that these changes, all of them, were 
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the premeditated work of God. The Adventist 
insists that the Seventh day Sabbath is the only 
possible day for a proper memorial of God's 
creation rest, and therefore if a change were 
made, the memorial would be lost. Far back 
in the Old Testament, however, it was prophe- 
sized: “Behold, I create new heavens and a 
new earth, and the former shall not be remem- 
bered nor come into mind. But be ye glad and 
rejoice in that which I create; for behold I 
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people 
a joy.” (Isaiah 65:17,18) Evidently referring to 
this Scripture, and seeing its fulfillment in the 
effects of the gospel, Paul stated: “If any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creation.” (2 Corinth- 
ians 5:17) 


Then there are two creations. The first was 
that of the material universe, the last the crea- 
tion of a kingdom of redeemed souls. Now if 
the original creation were of sufficient impor- 
tance to require a consecrated day as a memorial 
of God’s power and wisdom, does not his infinite 
love, mercy, goodness and grace, reflected in 
the Resurrection of Christ, demand some sort 
of memorial, inasmuch as the work of redemp- 
tion is infinitely greater than the work of 
creation? 


This is what we claim for the first day of 
the week - the Christian Sabbath - that from 
the beginning of the Christian era, circum- 
stances plainly beyond the control of human 
agency so cooperated as to point unmistakeably 
to the change of day as of divine appointment. 


For example, consider these facts. First, the 
last day of the Old Testament dispensation 
fell upon the seventh day of the week, the 
Sabbath. It was also the darkest day of human 
history, for all that day the body of Jesus lay 
lifeless in the tomb—and with it the hope of 
the world. This was no accident. But the next 
day—ah, the next day! the first day of the 
week Jesus came up out of the grave—and for 
humanity death was swallowed up in victory! 
For the first time then man could shout tri- 
umphantly: “O Death, where is thy sting? O 
Grave, where is thy victory?” Let the Adventist 
worship his Sabbath if he desires; the Christian 
worships and adores a Savior! 


Is there any wonder then that very little is 
said in the New Testament about keeping 
the Old Testament Sabbath, except in con- 
demnation of a slavish adherence to it. The 
following are samples. “Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect 
of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the 
Sabbath days, which are a shadow of things to 
come; but the body is of Christ.” (Colossians 
2:16,17) “But now after that ye have known 
God, or rather are known of God, how turn 
ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage. 


PAGE 8 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. 
begins September 5, 1955. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 


Fall Semester 











Ye observe days, and months and times, and 
years.”” (Galatians 4:9,10) 

Moreover, there are plain indications that 
the disciples held the first day of the week as 
of special and precious significance, and for 
the reason that it was on that day that Christ 
rose again from the dead. That is why they 
began at once to call it “the Lord’s Day,” and 
why it has been so called ever since. (See John 
20:26; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2; and 
Revelation 1:10) 


It should be remembered that the Day of 
Pentecost fell upon the first day of the week, 
when the Holy Spirit came down in his fullness 
and power to bless the world. The Old was 
dead; the New had come to life. No day had 
been destroyed; no law had been defied. All 
the enduring substance of the Commandment 
had been preserved, and by the Resurrection 
of Christ had been illuminated and glorified. 
A new day had been created, and the new im- 
pulse of affection had been divinely injected 
into the relationship of God and man. 


Finally, we have the testimony of the earliest 
Christian writers as to the habits of the young 
Church from the beginning. The oldest of these 
is that of Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, who 
wrote about the year 107 A.D.: “The first day 
of the week is the Lord’s Day, the day conse- 
crated to the Resurrection, the queen and chief 
of all the days.” Of the same import is the 
testimony of Justin Martyr, (140 A.D.), of 
Irenaeus, (170 A.D.), and others, both Chris- 
tian and heathen. 

Whence then did these earliest Christians de- 
rive the practice of keeping the first day of 
the week as their Sabbath in place of the sev- 
enth day? Could it have been from any other 
source than the Apostles themselves? 


Now if the keeping of the first day of the 
week is the unpardonable sin which the Ad- 
ventists represent it to be, it has come down 
from the early Church and the Apostles. 


Thank God, in the Christian scheme of things 
there can be of itself no day more holy than 
another. Our glory is not in a day—any day— 
but in a Person, in his death, his resurrection, 
his triumphant victory and eternal glory. The 
song of the blood-bought throng must ever be: 
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive 
power and riches, and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and glory and blessing.” Amen. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 4 


Worship Revived In Jerusalem 


Background Scripture: Ezra 3-6; Haggai; Zechariah 1:1-6; 4:1-10 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 96:1-9 


The Young-People - Adult Topic is suggestive: 


Worship in a nation’s life. 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





What sort of god, 


or gods, does a nation worship? We can tell the character of a nation by the character of its gods. 
If we say that we worship God, the True and Living God, then the further question immediately 
arises, Is our worship sincere and from the heart, or is it just form and ceremony? Israel, even 
when she pretended to worship Jehovah, was often in the condition of which Isaiah speaks when 


he says that they worship with their lips while 
their hearts are far from God; they trample His 
courts, but offerings are unacceptable, and their 
prayers in vain. Jesus stated it clearly to the 
woman of Samaria when He said, God is a 
Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth. Now, Israel had been 
cured of Idolatry by the severe chastening of 
the Captivity, but is their worship, as they re- 
turn to their land, to be from the heart? They 
started right by making worship their first 
business. 


There are some expressions in Psalm 96:1-9 
which I wish to notice by way of a further in- 
troduction to our Lesson. This Psalm opens 
with a note of joy and gladness: “O sing unto 
the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the 
earth.” Then there follows the contrast between 
the Lord, Jehovah, and the gods of the nations. 
He is the Creator of the Heavens; they are but 
the work of men’s hands. “Honor and majesty 
are before Him; strength and beauty are in 
His sanctuary.” We come with singing, but we 
also come with a deep sense of awe and rever- 
ence. The House in which we worship should 
be Strong and Beautiful, as befits the Lord of 
Heaven, Who made the world strong and beau- 
tiful. Those who worship should be, or become, 
strong and beautiful in character. Worship of 
heathen gods like Baal and Ashtoreth disfigure 
and debase and weaken men. Such worship de- 
stroys the worshipper. “O worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness.” Our God - in strik- 
ing contrast to the heathen gods - is a Holy 
God. All that pertains to His worship must 
bear the mark of Holiness. This is emphasized 
in Leviticus, the Book of Worship. 


If there is to be a Revival of worship in Jeru- 
salem, it should be of this nature. A House must 
be built and in this House the True and Living 
God is to be worshipped 
holiness.” 


“in the beauty of 
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I. The Altar Built and the Foundations of 
the Temple Laid: Ezra 3. 


In the seventh month the people assemble 
at Jerusalem, and led by Jeshua and Zerubbabel 
and their brethren the priests, they set up the 
altar and offer burnt offerings and keep the 
feast of Tabernacles. They continued to offer 
these offerings and begin their preparations for 
the building of the Temple. 


In the second year of their coming they begin 
to go forward in a definite way to lay the foun- 
dation of the House of the Lord. There was 
a mixture of sadness and gladness on this oc- 
casion: many of the older ones who had seen 
the splendor of Solomon’s Temple wept, while 
others shouted for joy. There are many such 
experiences in our lives. My own personal ex- 
perience is an illustration. I think of our old 
home which was destroyed by fire just about a 
year ago. It had many treasures in it, and mem- 
ories which cause a feeling of sadness. Then, 
when we think of our new beautiful home, 
made possible by the love of friends, there is 
a feeling of great gratitude and joy. I think I 
can understand just how the Jews felt as they 
thought of the Temple that had been destroyed 
by fire, and then, how they rejoiced that a new 
building was going to take its place. 


Hinder the Work: Ezra 4. 


You can always count on having “Adversaries.” 
Our adversary, the devil, has lots of willing 
helpers down here on earth who are ready and 

eager to obstruct the work of the Lord. 


Il. Adversaries 


Their first move seemed friendly enough. 
They came and suggested “Co-operation” : “Let 
us build with you.” When their offer was firmly 
and flatly rejected by Zerubbabel and Jeshua, 
then they showed their true colors by weaken- 
ing the hands of the people of Judah and 
troubling them, and hired counsellors against 
them to frustrate their purpose all the days of 
Cyrus even to the reign of Darius. 
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In the reign of Artaxerxes they wrote a letter 
and sent it to the king. They told him that, 
being sustained by the king, they wished to warn 
him that the rebuilding of the temple would 
endanger the interests of that monarch and asked 
him to “search the records” and see that the 
city of Jerusalem was known of old as a re- 
bellious city, and that if this work was continued 
then he would have no portion on this side of 
the river. The answer comes back that search 
had been made and the records showed that 
Jerusalem had been a troublesome city, “Give 
ye now commandment to cause these men to 
cease, and that this city be not builded, until 
another commandment shall be given by me.” 
The work ceased unto the second year of the 
reign of Darius. 

Ill. Work Resumed: Ezra 5 and 6. 

Several prominent leaders were instrumental 
in the resumption of this work. First, the 
prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, who urged the 
people to rise up and build the house of the 
Lord. Then, Zerubbabel, Shealteal and Jeshua 
responded to the appeal of the prophets, and 
helped as the work was started afresh. Tatnai, 
the governor, and others came and asked them, 
Who hath commanded you to build this house? 
What are the names of the men that make this 
building? The “eye of their God was upon the 
elders of the Jews, that they could not cause 
them to cease, till the matter came to Darius.” 


The governor wrote a letter to the king tell- 
ing him of their interview with the leaders of 
the Jews, and of their claim that Cyrus had 
made a decree that the house of God should be 
built. He suggests that search be made to see 
whether this is true. Darius made search and 
found the roll where the decree of Cyrus was 
recorded with the provisions concerning the ves- 
sels of the house of God, and the following let- 
ter is sent to Tatnai. “Now therefore, Tatnai, 
governor beyond the river and your companions, 
Let the work of this house of God alone; let 
the governor of the Jews and the elders of the 
Jews build the house of God in his place.” Then 
he goes on to tell these men to do all they can 
to help in the work, furnishing money and 
animals for sacrifices. He threatens with dire 
punishment any one who alters his decree. “I 
Darius have made a decree; let it be done with 
speed.” 


These old “World-Dictators” were very sensi- 
tive about their “decrees,” as we see later in 
the case of Darius and Daniel. God was work- 
ing in the heart and mind of Darius, as He 
worked in Cyrus; God moves in a mysterious 
way His wonders to perform. 

Tatnai and his companions obeyed the orders 
of their master and the work went forward 
speedily. The house was finished in the third 
day of the month Adar, in the sixth year of 
the reign of Darius. The children of Israel, 
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the priests and Levites kept the dedication of 
the house with great joy, for the Lord had made 
them joyful, and turned the heart of the king 
of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands 
in the work of the house of God. 


Nothing can stop those who are determined 
to do the work that God has for them to do. 
One of our chief dangers is discouragement. 
This hindered the work for a time, but unde1 
the preaching of the two prophets, and the 
hand of God in turning the heart of the king, 
we find the adversaries defeated and the work 
completed. 

IV. The Prophets, Haggai and Zechariah: 
Haggai and Zechariah 1:1-6;4:1-10. 

“Haggai is the first of the three Post-exile 
Prophets. He returned to Jerusalem with 
Zerubbabel who conducted the first expedition.” 
(New Analytical Bible) 


His message is a mixture of reproach and 
warning; encouragement, appeal, and command. 
Some were saying, It is not the right time to 
build: “Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in 
your ceiled houses, and this house lie waste”? 
“Consider your ways.” You have not prospered. 
“Why? saith the Lord of Hosts. Because of mine 
house that is waste, and ye run every man unto 
his own house.” God had punished them. 
“Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from 
dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.” 
These words remind us of what Jesus said: 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” These Jews, after their first burst 
of enthusiasm, had gotten so busy about their 
own affairs, and had become so discouraged 
by the opposition of their enemies, that they 
had given up. The prophet goes on to encour- 
age them. This house will be filled with glory 
and peace. This stirring message took effect. 

Zechariah was associated with Haggai in 
stimulating the people to build the house. He 
begins his prophecy with an urgent appeal to 
turn to God, and He will turn to you; “Turn 
ye now from your evils ways.” In 4:1-10 we have 
“Not by might, 
saith the Lord.” 


his vision and our Golden Text: 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 4 


Christians And Dating 


Hymn: “Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Philippians 4:4-8 

Hymn: “Saviour, Teach Me, Day By Day” 
Offering 

Hymn: “My Jesus, As Thou Wilt” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Not too long ago we had a program devoted 
to making specific suggestions of things Chris- 
tians could do on dates. We have just recently 
discussed the problem of petting. This program 
will deal with the whole question of Christians 
and dating in a general way. 


Nowhere in the world does the matter of 
dating receive the prominence that it does in 
our American culture. In many other societies 
parents choose marriage partners for their chil- 
dren without much regard for the ideas and 
wishes of the children. Where this system is 
followed there is no need or place for dating. 
We are all undoubtedly thankful that our society 
allows for a time of association and companion- 
ship among its boys and girls before they are 
expected to settle down in the serious business 
of home making. However, we should not get 
the idea that dating is not serious business too. 
We should look on it as a real privilege and 
treat it with respect. 


We should also realize that being Christians 
has a special bearing on the attitudes we have 
toward dating. If our Christianity has any mean- 
ing at all, it has something to say about this 
very meaningful part of our lives. In this pro- 
gram we want to discover some of the ingredi- 
ents of the Christian attitude toward dating. 
First SPEAKER: 

All will recognize that dating involves some 
expression of love and affection. God has clearly 
revealed that one of the true characteristics of 
love is unselfishness. Christ’s love is unselfish 
in that He sought not His own will but His 
Father’s when He was on earth in the flesh. He 
sought not His own good but ours. Any person 
who truly loves another is more concerned for 
the welfare and happiness of that person than 
he is for his own. This idea of unselfishness 
certainly belongs in the Christian attitude 
toward dating. No boy will be long interested 
in the girl whose only interest in him is the 
amount of excitement and entertainment she 
can persuade him to buy for her. Likewise, no 
girl will have much lasting respect for the boy 
who thinks of her only as a female with whom 
he can satisfy his petting urge. Dating based 
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on such motives as these is altogether selfish 
and un-Christian. Aside from its being wrong, 
it is not really satisfying. Most real joy in life 
comes through seeking to bring pleasure to 
other people, and it is especially true of dating. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Another aspect of the Christian attitude 
toward dating involves the relation to parents 
and the home. Too many young people have 
the idea that their parents want to stand in 
the way of their having a good time, and that 
if a good time is to be had, it must be in op- 
position to their parents wishes and ideas. The 
fact is that God has placed us in homes, and He 
means for us to grow up under the supervision 
and influence of our homes. We have already 
observed that in some societies the parents have 
all to say about boy-girl relationships. While we 
have more freedom in this respect than do young 
people anywhere else, we need to see that it 
is a part of the Christian plan that our parents 
have something to say about our dating. 


It is not only the right of parents, it is their 
Christian obligation to know and have a meas- 
ure of control over the persons their children 
date, the times for dating, and the things that 
they do on dates. Young people can make this 
responsibility a matter of ease and joy for their 
parents through willing cooperation. 


It has already been called to our attention 
that those who practice unselfishness in their 
dating realize the greatest joy for themselves. 
It is also true that the young people who take 
parents into their confidence regarding their 
dating find it most satisfying and helpful. Chris- 
tian parents have a wealth of experience which 
they can share with young people who are will- 
ing to discuss their affairs. It is not only the 
Christian thing to do from the standpoint of 
right and wrong, it is the policy that will bring 
happiness to all concerned. 

‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

Every Christian should realize that Christ 
is in him, and wherever he goes, Christ goes. 
There may be times when young people would 
like to leave Christ behind when they go on 
dates, but this cannot be done. He may be 
ignored, but He cannot be left out altogether. 
The only right thing~to do and the only sat- 
isfactory thing is to recognize Him at all times. 
If in our dating it makes us more comfortable 
not to think about the presence of Christ, then 
there is something seriously wrong with our 
dating. The difficulty may be with the person 
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we are dating or with the things we do, but 
our first loyalty is to Christ. Whenever we make 
plans for a date we ought to remember that 
Christ is going to be there as an unseen com- 
panion, but He is going to see you and be very 
concerned with what you do. Some things can 
be kept from parents, but nothing is hidden 
from Christ. We should never think that He 
wants to keep us from having a good time, but 
He does want us to have the kind of good 
time that will be wholesome and lasting. He 
wants us to have the kind of dates that will 
honor Him and His Father, the kind we will 
always be able to think back on with real satis- 
faction and joy. The most important consid- 
eration in the Christian attitude toward dating 
is to keep Christ in the center. Young people 
who do this will have everything to gain and 
nothing to regret. 


Women’s Work 


Christians in Time of Trouble Say— 








First: He brought me here - It is His will. 
In that I rest. 


Next: He will keep me in his love, and give 
me grace in this trial, for I am His child. 


Then: He will make the trial a blessing - 
teaching me the lessons He means me to learn, 
working in me His Grace. 

Last: In his own good time He will bring 
me out again - how and when He knows. 

So: I am 
In his keeping. 
time. 


here. By God’s appointment. 
Under His training for His 
—Andrew Murray. 





Why I Go to Sunday School 


1. Since my girlhood I have enjoyed the fel- 
lowship of a Sunday School class, especially if 
we had an interesting teacher. 


2. Later on in my life I found real pleasure 


in teaching little children. 


3. Systematic study of the Bible in an adult 
class of women and class discussion of the lesson, 
I found stimulating. 


4. Sunday school held before the 11 a.m. 
service, I found good preparation for the wor- 
ship in the sanctuary. 

5. Faithful attendance at Sunday school and 
appropriating the truths of God’s Word pre- 
sented by earnest teachers is a fine preparation 
for soul winning service. 

—Mrs. P. G. Porcher, Sr. 
Mount Pleasant, S. C. 
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WHERE THERE’S YOUR 
WILL THERE’S A 


Way 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to you— 
perhaps you, too, will want to make a bequest. A 
bequest in your legal will that someday will help 
lead thousands of unchurched people in our South- 
land into the Way; thereby making your money im- 
mortal as a gift that lives—and loves—after you. 
There’s the Way in your will. 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. C-3, Atlanta, Ga. 





FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 


Friendship House was started in about 1931 
by several Home Demonstration Clubs headed 
by Miss Sue Taylor. The story of its birth is 
a fascinating one with many people playing 
a part but Miss Susie Green was and is one of 
its most vital sponsors. 


For six years four churches, the Baptist, 
Methodist, Church of Christ, and Presbyterian, 
and the City of Gallatin have sponsored and 
supported Friendship House. 


It is a recreational center during the sum- 
mer vacation months for the less fortunate chil- 
dren of the city. There is a paid director usually 
assisted by his wife who is in charge of the 
House and playground for the summer. 


The House has been used for many worthy 
projects during the winter months, especially 
during the war. 


Gallatin Presbyterian Church has a special 
place in its budget for its share of the expense 
of Friendship House. The circles are responsible 
for refreshments every fourth week for the sum- 
mer term. Any member interested may visit 


and share in its program. A member of each 
of the four churches and its pastor serve on a 
Board which directs the policy of the House. 
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Some one has said, “Friendship House takes 
over where Saturday Youth Club closes,” so 
you can see that it is the same class of children 
and even a majority of the same children who 
are being reached by these two organizations. 

—Mrs. W. D. Colgy, Jr. 
Gallatin, Tennessee. 





What Are You Doing and Why? 


The story is told that in Russia many years 
ago a certain Czar came upon a sentry standing 
at attention in a secluded spot in the palace 
gardens. 


“Sentry, what are you guarding?” inquired the 
Czar. 


“I do not know, sire,” the guard replied. “I 
was ordered to my post by the Captain of the 
Guard.” 


Calling the Captain of the Guard to him, the 
Czar questioned him concerning the sentry’s 
post. The Captain likewise could only reply 
that “regulations called for a sentry at that par- 
ticular spot.” Further inquiry revealed that no 
man at the court could tell why the sentry was 
there, or what he guarded. 


Determined to find the reason for such an 
unusual post, the Czar ordered the archives to 
be opened and searched. Finally it was learned 
that Catherine the Great many years before had 
planted a rosebush there, and ordered a sentry 
to guard it so no one would trample on it. 
The rosebush was dead more than a hundred 
years, but the sentries still kept watch—not 
knowing why.—From Sunshine Magazine. 





Christian Education in the Home 


Our Christian homes should be turning more 
and more of our choice boys and girls to our 
Christian colleges. We have not emphasized the 
duty of our Christian parents as we should 
have done just at this point. The Christian 
home is the original school. The parents are 
divinely appointed teachers in this original 
training center. In the home a simple, funda- 
mental philosophy of life is developed. There, 
by spoken word, by example and by attitude, 
parents largely determine the standards of value 
in the child’s mind. From Christian homes 
children go bearing the stamp of parental in- 
tluences. 


So let us in our work of building Christian 
homes give more attention to creating in the 
minds of our small children the idea of getting 

Christian education. No more fundamental 
step can be taken in preparing a life for loyal 
service to God and man. 
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Church News 


WORLD MISSIONS RECEIPTS 





Budget for 1955 $3,050,000.00 
Receipts to date 1,424,918.82 
Percentage of annual budget 

received for 1955 46.71% 


Balance needed for 1955 


1,625,081.18 





Birmingham, Ala. — John Duncan McNeill, 
senior at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga., 
and supply minister of First Church, Gadsden, 
Ala., conducted special evangelistic services at 
Bryan Memorial Presbyterian Church in Shelby 
County, Helena, Ala. The services were from 
August | to August 5. Charles Brown, also a 
Columbia Seminary student, is temporary sup- 
ply pastor of Bryan Memorial Church. 





Religious Survey at Fairfield 


Fairfield, Ala. A religious survey of this 
community was made by members of Forest 
Hills Presbyterian Church, on July 24. Mem- 
bers of the congregation went into the com- 
munity as “teams,” with George E. Herman 
heading the committee in charge of the survey. 
Dr. Alva M. Gregg, formerly pastor of West 
End Church, Atlanta, began duties at the Forest 
Hills church the third week in July. 





Albany, Ga. 
Judge Sam E. 


Robert Gray Barron, son of 
Barron and Mrs. Barron of 
Union, S. C., has been installed as chapel min- 
ister of the Presbyterian Church at Rood Park, 
a congregation begun by First Church here. 
Mr. Barron was ordained July 24 by Southwest 
Presbytery. 





New Orleans, La.—Miss Carly Anne Schune- 
man is new director of Christian education at 
the Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian church, the 
Rev. James M. Gregory, pastor, announced. 


A native of El Reno, Okla., she attended the 
University of Georgia, and received degrees 
from Florida State University and the Presby- 
terian General Assembly’s Training School for 
Lay Workers, Richmond. 





Queen’s College 


Charlotte, N. C. — Two new faculty mem- 
bers will begin at Queens College in Septem- 
ber, according to an announcement made by 
Dr. Edwin R. Walker, president of the college. 
Miss Elizabeth McDonald Black will become 
associate professor of education and Charles O. 
Hadley will join the faculty as assistant pro- 
fessor of speech. 
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Miss 
education program at Queens. She has had ex- 
perience in teaching and supervisory work in 
the public schools, and she was assistant pro- 


Black will supervise the elementary 


fessor of elementary education at East Ten- 
nessee College, and at Catawba College, where 
she is now teaching in the summer session. 


At the present, Mr. Hadley is working toward 
his Ph.D. in comparative literature at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina. 





Board Members for the Proposed 
College Merger 


Red Springs, N. C. — Eight persons of the 
Board of Trustees of Flora Macdonald College 
have been named to serve on the board of the 
college to be formed by the merger of Flora 
Macdonald, Peace, and Presbyterian Junior col- 
leges. Each of the three colleges, plus eight 
members at large will make up the new board. 


At the call meeting, the trustees named from 
Flora Macdonald College were: Calvert F. Jones 
of Laurinburg, chairman of the present Flora 
Macdonald board; C. T. Johnson, of Red 
Springs; Hector McLean of Lumberton; Charles 
W. Terry, High Point; Wilbur Currie, Carthage; 
Stephen A. White, Mebane; Mrs. O. L. Parker, 
Trenton; and Mrs. Waylon Blue of Sanford. 


Alternates named were: Leslie N. Boney of 
Wilmington; and the Rev. J. W. Miller, Clark- 
ton. 





Proposed Merger of Peace, Flora 
Macdonald and Maxton 
Junior Colleges 


Lumberton, N. C. — The second step toward 
merger of three Presbyterian colleges in North 
Carolina took place at the meeting of Fayette- 
ville Presbytery here July 26, when the pres- 
bytery relinquished control of Flora Macdonald 
College at Red Springs and Presbyterian Junior 
College at Maxton. At Synod meeting several 
weeks ago, action was taken urging the merger 
of these two schools and Peace College at 
Raleigh. Orange Presbytery which controls 
Peace, must act on the proposal. 


After merger of the three colleges, if con- 
summation should come, a new 4-year, co-edu- 
cational college will be erected, the location of 
which has stirred up considerable action in 
issuing of bids. 


The recommendation to 
the two colleges came from the Presbytery’s 
Committee on Higher Education. Action of 
Fayetteville Presbytery was unopposed. 


release control of 


Earlier 
Slo »p, 


in the presbytery meeting, Dr. R. E. 
pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
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Lumberton, where the sessions were held, was 
elected moderator, succeeding Halbert M. Jones 
of Laurinburg. Dr. G. A. Huffines of Lilling- 
ton was re-elected clerk. 


Already several cities have bid for the site 
of the proposed college when merger comes. 
At Fayetteville Presbytery meeting, W. B. Hey- 
ward of Raeford suggested that a committee 
be set up to seek location of the new institu- 
tion within the presbytery. Mayor R. A. Hedg- 
peth, of Lumberton, had previously been asked 
to form a similar committee in Lumberton, to 
study possibilities of luring the new college 
there. Rocky Mount has shown interest in get- 
ting the school - and two cities, Southern Pines 
and Red Springs, have both offered land if 
the college would be placed in their respective 
areas. Mrs. James Boyd of Southern Pines has 
tentatively offered 150 acres of beautiful wood- 
ed land for the proposed college. At Red Springs, 
$100,000 in cash plus 124 acres of land adjacent 
to the present campus of Flora Macdonald, has 
been offered by the citizens of that town. 





Whiteville, N. C. — The Rev. Leslie C. 
Tuck, pastor of Chadbourn Presbyterian 
Church, has resigned to accept a call to Dunn, 
N. C. He will begin his work September 18. 
Mr. Tuck is a native of Canton, Miss., and is 
a graduate of Southwestern University at Mem- 
phis, and Union Seminary in Richmond, 





Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Camp Stewart, N. C. — LeGette Blythe, rul- 
ing elder of Huntersville, N. C. Presbyterian 
Church, and noted North Carolina author, was 
elected moderator of Mecklenburg Presbytery, 
at the presbytery’s summer session here July 19. 
Dr. Blythe will preside over the 210th session 
of the presbytery which meets in September. 

Dr. Blythe: succeeds the Rev. Carl R. Miller, 
pastor of First Church at Rockingham. The 
fall session of the presbytery will meet at Sugaw 
Creek Church, which commemorates its 200th 
anniversary. 


Other business on which action was taken 
at the presbytery was approval of a site for 
the new location of Tenth Avenue Church, 
Charlotte. The church was destroyed by fire 
January 23. Also the presbytery endorsed a 
$32,000 long-range building program for 16 new 
cabins at Camp Stewart, its assembly grounds. 


Attending the stated meeting were 186 min- 
isters and elders. They approved requests from 
three ministers with new charges in Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery: the Rev. Stuart Ritchie, trans- 
ferring from Fayetteville Presbytery; and Grady 
E. Dixon of Belmont, and Edward A. McLeon 
of Maxton, who appeared before the presbytery 
for examination for ordination. 
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Eight men accepted as candidates for the 
ministry and placed under the care of the pres- 
bytery are: James A. Beard, William Neal Gor- 
don, Robert A. Huffaker, Charles P. Huntley, 
Charles R. McDonald, A. B. McCrosky, Jr., Alex 
jackson Morrison, and Thomas W. Westmore- 
land. 





Westminster’s (Charlotte) Proposed 
New Sanctuary 

Charlotte, N. C. — Ground was broken July 
25 for the $500,000 proposed sanctuary of West- 
minster Presbyterian Church here. A_ special 
service of praise and thanksgiving made up the 
ground-breaking program. Plans for the con- 
struction of a contemporary style building were 
approved at a congregational meeting July 10. 
Col. Paul R. Younts is chairman of the build- 
ing committee. 


Church school rooms, accommodating about 
700 persons, will be on the first floor of the 
new building. The entrance will be on _ the 
ground floor, and the sanctuary, seating 650, 
will be located on the second floor. 





ASHEVILLE PRESBYTERY 
PRODUCING MINISTERS 
Rev. James Bruce Frye, graduate of Union 
Theological Seminary in 1955, came back to 
his home presbytery to be ordained and _ in- 


stalled as pastor of the Mills River Church, on 
July 24, 1955. 


Mr. Frye is the fourth candidate for the Gos- 
pel ministry under care of Asheville Presbytery 
to accept a call to his home presbytery since 
1946. Three of the four came from the First 
Presbyterian Church, Asheville, and the fourth 
from the Weaverville Presbyterian Church. 


The Commission that ordained and installed 
Mr. Frye was unique in its composition in that 
every member was closely related to Mr. Frye. 
Che Chairman, Dr. R. E. McClure, is Executive 
Secretary of the Presbytery and worked with the 
church to secure his services. Dr. C. Grier Davis, 
pastor of Mr. Frye, preached the sermon. Rev. 
Robert R. Collins, also from the First Presby- 
terian Church, Asheville, charged the congre- 
gation and Ruling Elder J. E. Wilson, his former 
Sunday school teacher, charged the minister. 


Other members were Rev. Thomas Sproule, 
\ssociate Pastor of the Asheville First Church, 
Rev. Wm. R. Klein, pastor at Black Mountain, 
and the Ruling Elders of the Mills River 
Church. 


Mr. Sproule, Mr. Klein, Mr. Collins and Mr. 
Frye were fellow students at Union Seminary. 


Rev. E. K. Brown was the first of the three 
Candidates from the First Church to return to 
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the Presbytery. He was ordained and installed 
at Bryson City and now lives at Alexandria, 
Va. Mr. Collins was ordained and installed at 
Sylva. He is now at Barium Springs, N. C. 


Rev. B. Hoyt Evans, of the Weaverville 
church, set the pace in 1946 when he was or- 
dained and installed at Franklin. He is now 
in Gastonia, N. C. 


There are now thirteen Candidates on the 
roll of the Presbytery, of whom four are from 
the Asheville First Church. Two of the thirteen 
will serve as student officers in 1955-56. Stuart 
A. Plummer, Asheville First, will be President 
of the Student Council of Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary, and James Somerville, Dilling- 
ham, will be vice president of the student body 
at Columbia Theological Seminary. 





Annual “Sing” for Grandfather 


Blowing Rock, N. C. — Five artists sang 
on August 14 at Rumple Memorial Presbyterian 
Church here for the special program presented 
annually for Grandfather Home for Children. 
The Home is a Presbyterian-owned and operat- 
ed institution at Banner Elk, N. C. There are 
more than 100 children there. 


Guest musicians participating in the program 
were Saramae Endich, Jane Hobson, Ernest 
McChesney, John Baker, and Stuart Ross, all 
of whom have sung before in a Grandfather 
Home program. 


All proceeds from the concert went to the 
children’s home. It has been a popular program 
for years, with people coming from miles around 
to attend. 


The Rev. L. T. Newland, pastor of Rumple 
Memorial Church, conducted devotional services, 
and Dr. Fletcher Nelson, president of the Edgar 
Tufts Memorial Association, which operates the 
home, was in Charge of the day’s program.. 





I. F. Witherington Dies 


Mount Olive, N. C. — Isham Faison Wither- 
ington of Mount Olive died July 26 at the 
North Carolina Memorial Hospital at Chapel 
Hill, N. C., following an operation July 22. 
Mr. Witherington was an elder in the Pres- 
byterian Church here, was a teacher of the 
Men’s Bible Class, and for years had served as 
superintendent of the Sunday School. He had 
been secretary-treasurer and general manager of 
the Mount Olive Pickle Co. since its organiza- 
tion in 1924. Mr. Witherington was a Rotarian, 
a member of the Chamber of Commerce, an 
alumnus of the University of North Carolina 
and a veteran of World War I. 


The Rev. B. E. Dotson, pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church, officiated at the funeral. Sur- 
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vivors include Mrs. Witherington, one son, one 
daughter, Mr. Witherington’s mother, one 
brother, a sister, and three grandchildren. 





Oklahoma Synod 
Wewoka, Okla. — The Synod of Oklahoma 
meeting here July 12-13 adopted a 1956 budget 
exceeding the current one by 12%, and voted 
to employ an executive to coordinate and ad- 
minister the total program of the Synod’s work. 
These were among major actions taken at 
Oklahoma Synod’s annual meeting, attended by 

26 ministers and 22 ruling elders. 


The 48 representatives also granted authority 
providing for the establishment of a Synod’s 
Council. This Council is “to be composed of 
15 members to be elected in classes of 5 each; 
the Moderator and Stated Clerk of Synod to 
be ex-officio members; at least two members of 
the Executive Committee of Christian Educa- 
tion and Executive Committee of Church Ex- 
tension are to be members of this Council, with 
5 other members elected from the Synod at 
large, and each of the three Presbyteries nom- 
inating two members, a minimum of 6 laymen 
are to be on the Council.” 





Third Church, Houston, Colonizes 

Houston, Texas—Spring Branch Presbyterian 
Church consecrated its new $108,000 sanctuary 
on Sunday, July 31. Rev. W. Lamar Hicks is 
pastor of the three-year-old congregation, or- 
ganized with 72 charter members and sponsored 
by Third Presbyterian Church, Houston. The 
church now has 325 members. 


The new building, begun last December, 
consists of a fellowship hall and sanctuary com- 
bined, offices and classroom space. It is the 
first unit of a larger proposed plant. 


Taking part in the consecration service were 
Dr. Malcolm Purcell, executive secretary of 
Brazos Presbytery, and Rev. Kelly Neal, mod- 
erator of the presbytery. 


There was an open house and reception after 
the consecration service. 


Clinton, S. C. — The Synod of Georgia has 
granted approval of Presbyterian College’s 
$2,000,000 development program, according to 
action at the Synod’s annual stated session 
which met in Athens, Ga., recently. Both the 
synods of Georgia and South Carolina control 
Presbyterian College. 


Clover, S. C. — Oakdale Presbyterian Church 
celebrated the fourth anniversary of its organi- 
zation, July 24, with special service; at the 
church. The Rev. Fred A. Hopkins, executive 
secretary of Bethel Presbytery, preached the an- 
niversary sermon. Rev. W. S. Cale is pastor 
there. 
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Installation 


Sumter, S. C. — The Rev. J. Earl Adkins 
was installed Sunday, July 24, as pastor of 
Lemira Presbyterian Church here. Mr. Adkins 
has served churches in North Carolina and 
Virginia, and comes to Lemira from Douglas 
and Wade churches at Lancaster, S. C. 


The Harmony Presbytery Commission taking 
part in the installation were Rev. H. A. 
Knox of Andrews, who presided and propound- 
ed the constitutional questions; Rev. Rus- 
sell W. Park, Sr., of Olanta, who preached the 
installation sermon; Rev. Denny M. Hill, 
of Mayesville, who delivered the charge to 
the minister; and elder L. C. Bryan of First 
Church, Sumter, who charged the congregation. 





Olanta, S$. C. — Elder Hugh Witherspoon 
of the Concord Presbyterian Church near Mayes- 
ville, was elected Moderator of Harmony Pres- 
bytery at the presbytery’s stated session held at 
Camp Harmony, July 12. The Rev. Russell 
W. Park, Jr., of Andrews, was retiring Mod- 
erator. About sixty ministers and laymen at- 
tending the meeting heard the opening sermon 
delivered by Henry Reaves of Sumter, candi- 
dates for ordination as a minister. 





Charleston, §. C. — Dr. George A.. Nickles, 
pastor of Westminster Church here, has resigned 
that position to become executive secretary of 
Charleston Presbytery. At Westminster, his 
only pastorate since ordination, Dr. Nickles 
served for 35 years, plus 16 years as supply 
pastor at Mount Pleasant Church. 





Richmond, Va. — Paul E. Thomas, whose 
publication experience includes work in the 
Orient, has been named manager of printing 
production ‘for the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion at Richmond. 


According to the announcement made by the 
Board, Mr. Thomas will take up his duties July 
25, succeeding Dubose McLane. He has served 
the Methodist Church in publication work 
since 1925. 





Authorized Version Leading 


In spite of the fact that the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible is being widely advertised, 
only around three million copies of the “new 
Bible” have been sold in two years. The Author- 
ized (King James) Version of the Bible is still 
far in the lead. Last year one commercial firm 
alone in the U.S.A. published and distributed 
1,700,000 copies of the Bible in the King James 
Version, in addition to those published by the 
American Bible Society and other Bible pub- 
lishers. —Evangel. 
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